
                                                                                                

 

SEATTLE 

BUILDING BRIDGES: SPANISH & ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
WRITERS IN CONVERSATION 

The next generation of Spanish authors now on tour in the US 
 

BIOS 

Javier Montes (Madrid, 1976) is a writer, translator and art critic. He works 
together regularly with Revista de Libros (for which he coordinates the 
section of Art and Aesthetics),ABC Cultural , Revistas de Occidente, Claves 
de Razón Práctica, Letra Internacional, Arquitectura Viva and “El Viajero” 
from El País. He has been a professor of art history at el Colegio Español de 

Malabo (Guinea Ecuatorial) and has published critic editions and translations of the works of 
Rachid O., Dickens, Apollinaire and Shakespeare. In 2010 he was selected as one of The Best of 
Young Spanish Language Novelists by the 

SPANISH LANGUAGE WRITERS 

Granta Magazine. 

Alberto Olmos (Segovia, 1975) is a writer, critic and Spanish journalist. He 
received his degree in Journalism from the Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
and has worked with such newspapers as El Mundo, Público, and other national 
and international news networks. In 2006 He won the X edition of the Premios 

Arte Joven de la Comunidad de Madrid with his piece “Trenes hacia Tokio.” His other works 
include A bordo de naufragi and Así de loco te puedes volver. In 2010 he was selected as one of The Best of 
Young Spanish Language Novelists by the Granta Magazine. 

Andrés Barba (Madrid, 1975) received his degree in Hispanic Philology at the 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid and has worked as a professor at Bowdoin 
College in Maine. Barba has published various works in many languages and in 2006 
he received the Torrente Ballester Award for his work Versiones de Teresa. He has 
also worked in journalism with various media networks including El Pais. In 2010 he 
was selected as one of The Best of Young Spanish Language Novelists by Granta. 
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SEATTLE 

David Guterson (Seattle, WA, 1956) Guterson is an American novelist, short 
story writer, poet, journalist, and essayist. He attended the University of 
Washington where he earned Bachelor of Arts Degree in English Literature and a 
Master of Fine Arts degree in creative writing. Guterson is also a Guggenheim 
Fellow. Before writing professionally, Guterson worked as a teacher for 12 years. 
It was during his teaching career that Guterson began to publish stories and essays 
in small magazines and periodicals. Published in 1989, his first book, The Country 

Ahead of Us, the Country Behind was a collection of short stories set mostly in the Pacific Northwest. 
His second book, Family Matters: Why Homeschooling Makes Sense, was published in 1992 and 
contained essays on family and education. Guterson is best known as the author of Snow Falling on 
Cedars (1994), recipient of the 1995 PEN/Faulkner Award. To date, the novel has sold nearly four 
million copies and was adapted into a screenplay. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE WRITER 

Anthony L. Geist, Chair of Spanish and Portuguese Studies, Professor of Spanish and Comparative 
Literature of the University of Washington. Professor Geits received his Ph.D. from the University 
of California, Berkeley, in 1978. .His publications center largely on issues of modernism and 
postmodernism in twentieth-century peninsular poetry and include La poética de la generación del 
27 y las revistas literarias: De la vanguardia al compromiso, Modernism and its Margins: 
Reinscribing Cultural Modernity from Spain and Latin America, Jorge Guillén: The Poetry and the 
Poet, and the edition of the Obra poética de Julio Vélez.Geist's other main field of research 
concerns art and literature of the Spanish Civil War. He published a photoessay on Seattle-area 
Lincoln Brigade veterans, coauthored with the Spanish photojournalist José Moreno: Passing the 
Torch: The Abraham Lincoln Brigade and its Legacy of Hope / Otra cara de América: Los 
brigadistas y su legado de esperanza. Geist is Vice Chair of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives 
and has been a journeyman carpenter for 30 years. In addition to modern Spanish literature, he also 
teaches Spanish cinema. 

 

MODERATORS 

Valerie Miles is the Publishing director of Duomo Ediciones and, together with 
Aurelio Major, one of the founding co-editors of Granta en español. She has 
written for La Vanguardia, The Paris Review and ADBC and is a professors on the 
postgraduate program for literary translation at the Pompeu i Fabra University, 
Barcelona. 


